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Ia which the Commnss1on, for eſtabliſhing | = 
| A NEW CODE O 
| ——Was opened at 0 5 
Ion FzivDay the Third Day of AU 
CCC Tranſlated from the RusSIAN | | | 
By MICHAEL TATISCHEFF, a Ruſſian Gentleman. 
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' DESCRIPTION, &. 


N Monday the 3oth of July, the inhabitants of 
this city ſaw, with inexpreſſible joy, that remark- 
able event, which eſtabliſhes the immortal glory 
== of Her Imperial Majeſty, our moſt gracious le- 
giſlatrix and ſovereign, and our proſperity ; which through 
Her tenderneſs, compaſſion and humanity, is now raiſed to 
the higheſt ſummit ; and which will not only remain an 
everlaſting memorial to lateſt poſterity ; but will eſpecially 
impreſs on the hearts of the ſons of our country, in all times 
| to come, gratitude, love, and true veneration for the author 
of this our happineſs. The Commiſſion. for eſtabliſhing a 
new Code of Laws was opened in the following manner. 
When the ſenate had moſt ſubmiſſively repreſented,. by a 
report to Her Imperial Majeſty, that after the publication of 
a manifeſto of the 14th of December 1766, the greateſt * 


. 
of the Deputies, choſen out of the. whole empire, were aſ- MW. 
ſembled in this ancient capital, and had: notified their ful! 
powers to the ſenate; Her Imperial Majeſty, by Her moſt Þ 
high order of the 24th of July, was pleaſed to command 
the ſenate to publiſh in this city; - that from the quick aſ- Þ 
ſembling together of the Deputies, Her Ma jefty, with ſatis- 
faction, perceives the emulation with which the faithful ſub- 7 
jects of Her Empire endeavour to anſwer the arduous labours m 
in which ſhe engages for the general good; and therefore, * 
willing not to ap off any longer the opening of the Com- i 
miſſion, ſhe, by her moſt high orders, commands it to be 3 
opened on the goth of July, 4 
To execute this Her Imperial Maje/ty's eſpecial command, to 
the magiſtrates, by order of the ſenate, notified through this 
city the day on which it was to be opened; Conifying at 
the ſame chk to the Deputies, by a private edict, that they 
might aſſemble on the 3oth day of July, at 7 o clock in the 4 
morning, at the Chudoye Monaſtery, in order to go to the 
Cathedral Church of Uſpenſky, to hear divine ſervice, and to 
take their oaths, When this ſolemn day was come, His 
'Excellency Count Wiaſegſky, Atorney General, came to the 
Chudove Monaſtery, and placed the High Commiſſioners of i 
the ſenate in different cſmbers, where the Deputies of the 
Provinces were to afſe@Wle, that they might ſhew the De- 
puties their places, and che order of the proceſſion. There 4 
were three chambers appointed for that purpoſe, and the 
Commiſſioners, Nariſhkin, Maſalove, and Maſlove receiving 3 
the Deputies as they aſſembled, appointed them their places. 
In the mean time Her Imperial Maje/ty, wearing on Her 
Sacred Head a ſmall crown, and being cloathed in Her Im- 
perial Robes, was pleaſed to go from Anninhophe- to Kreml! 
in the following manner, at nine o'clock in the morning. | 
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[7 he Proceſ Fon "nf Her Imperial Majeſty, from 
AAR) 70. Nen 


I. 


An open coach and fix horſes for the Maſter of the Cere- 
monies, before which two Grooms, and between them the 
Maſter of the Waggons rode on horſe-back. _ 


2. 


Two es and ſix horſes with ins n belonging 
to his Imperial Highneſs. = 
3. 
Four coaches and fix with the Gentlemen of the Chamber. 
3 Three coaches and fix with the Chamberlains, and a Gen- 
tleman of the * who rode on the * fide of the laſt 
coach. 5 
A coach and fix horſes with Her Majeſiys Secretaries. 
6. 


Three le and fix with the Chief cata and a Gent 


tleman of the Horſe ; who rode on the right fide of the laſt 
' Jof thoſe coaches, 


72 


Two open hs * ſix, in which ſat Her Maiehy's S 
Wlarſbals of the Houſehold with their wands, 


B 8. Before 
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Before Her Majehy's ach RT two Grooms of the Bed | 

mic. and between them a Gentleman Uſher ; then ten 

Lacquays, five on each fide, and behind them eight Grooms fl 

on horſe-back : between the two firſt of theſe a Gentleman 
of the Horſe, and between the two laſt, before the coach, a | 

Colonel on horſe-back. i 
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9. 


Her Imperial Majeſty in a ſtate coach drawn by ei «bt | 4 4 
horſes ; at each horſe's fide a Groom walked. with a riding | 1 
rod in his hand, and the coach was preceded by four e 2 
footmen, and two blacks, who was al two and two. F 
On each ſide of the coach walked eight Haydukes, four on | 
each ſide. I 
On the right fide of Her Majefty' $ 1 rode the Maſter | l 
of the Horſe and the General aid de Camp; and on the left | E | 
the Equerry, and the Generabof the Police. 3 
The coach was followed by a company of cavalier guards 
unter the command of His Re, Count Gregory Orlove <} 1 
| their chief. VB 
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10. 


lie 1 Highneſs in a coach ond Gi horſes. Four 
Lacquays rode before the coach, and between them a Groom 1 
of the Bed Chamber; then four Grooms, and between the | 1 
two laſt of theſe a Gentleman of the Horſe; on the right 
ſide of the coach was the Maſter of the Equipage, and on | 
the left a Gentleman Uſher, all on borſe-back. 


11. 


An occaſional coach. 4 a ſet of horſes belonging to the 


Empreſs. 
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12. 
A coach and ſix horſes with the firſt Lady of Honour, 
near n the Maſter of the IPO rode on horſe-back. 
5 13. 
Two coaches and ſix with the Ladies of Honour. 
14. 
Five coaches and ſix with the Maids of Honour. 


N. B. All the ſervants that belonged to the court and 
- 2. to the ſtables, that attended in this ceremony, were 
| + eloathed in their beſt liveries. 


Soon after the arrival of Her Imperial Majeſty at the Cathe- 
dral church of Uſpenſky, the proceſſion of the Deputies be- 


gan. They walked two and two, and at the head of them 


His Excellency Prince Wiazenſky, having in his hand a 
Marſhal's ſtaff given to him by Her 3 Majeſty for 
this moſt important occaſion, The order of the proceſſion of 
the Deputies was as follows. | 

1. The Deputies of the higheſt order. 2. Thoſe of the 
Province of Moſcow. 3. Of Kiew, 4. Of St. Peterſburgh. 
5. Of Novogorod. 6. of Kaſan: 7. Of Aſtracan. 8. Of Sibi- 
ria. 9. Of Ircootſk. 10. Of Smojenſko. 11. Of Eſtonia. 
12. Of Livonia. 13. Of Wiborg. 14. Of Niſnagorod. 1 5. Of 
Little Ruſſia, 16. Of the country of Ukrain. 17. Of Vo- 
ronege. 18. Of Belgorod. 19. Of Archangelgorod. 20. Of 
Orenburg. 21. Of New Ruſſia; and the Deputies of the 
diſtricts followed every one after their chief Deputies. Firſt 


thoſe of the gentry, the towns, afterwards thoſe of the far- 
mers and other old fer vants of the ſtate, and laſtly, thoſe of 


the common people; and the Deputies of the Colack troops 
had 
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- waited from day break, and could not 6 them i } 


. ties af the Greek profeſſion heard divine ſervice; which was 


communion, ſtood at the church door. 
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"faq their laces with the Deputies of the Provindes, in which i 
they live, after the Deputies of the Towns. During te 
time of the proceſſion, the multitude of peop le that had 


ig 


ſelyes, in. the ſtreets, crawded upon. the. roofs, and in the win- 
dows of the houſes :; one might ſee in the countenance of L 
every patriot a lively appearance of expectation mixed with | 1 
eagerneſs, the earneſt wiſhes. of a proſperous iſſue, and at the 1 
ſame time the gyerflowingrof a gratefy] ſenſibiljt r. 1 
When the proceſſion had entered the Cathedral, the Depu- I 


performed amidſt a great aſſembly af the clergy, by the arch- 
Pilbop of Krootitlcy, whilſt thoſe, who ere not of the ſame 


After the Holy Service the Litany was begun with an 
_ univerſal prayer to God Almi ghty, the Author 'of every bleſ- 
ting, ec that he would ſend down his Holy Spirit to aſſiſt on 
« this occaſion ſo important and ſo agreeable to His will; and 
* that He would grant health and proſperity to. the author 
« of it, the Gracious Mother of her country.” 

The prayers were read by Demetrius, Metropolitan of No- 
vogorod, and Dep uty of the Holy Synod, aſſiſted by five more 
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biſhops. After the Te Deum was ſung, the biſhop of Twer J 
began an admonitory diſcourſe in the following manner. 1 
4. - - : EN bs x 


Z 7 the Mame of che Father, and the Son, and the H. Hoh Gb. 


HE moſt glorious and malt divine buſineſs now drawn | 
to a concluſion : the merciful God at length by his 
Providence compleats his deſigns in raiſing Ruſſia to : ths 
_ higheſt degree of proſperity. Ruſſia advances towards the 
1 ummit of its m_—_ the church of Chriſt receives the 
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reward of its piety. In this beloved ſociety God plants tran- 
WM quillity, calmneſs, ſafety, and his worthy love, 1 can there 
be any thing more glorious and more divine? 
Moſt Gracious. Sovereign] Theſe bleſſings Ruſſia owes to 
ur Imperial Majeſty ; all your works excite our wonder 
and demonſtrate Your care of us. Thou art the Dear Mother 
Jof thy country, Thou haſt incompaſſed Ruſſia on all ſides with 
peace] But now Your zeal for Chriſtian piety, Your mercy, 
IX which extendseven to the meaneſt of Your ſubje&s, Your ma- 
A ternal ſympathy, by which You ſhare in their miſery, and Your 
4 infinite indulgence gives them boldneſs here aſſembled toge- 
ther before Your Majeſty, to repreſent their neceſſities: Happy 
to behold Your diſintereſted and perfect juſtice, Your love, 
that embraces all Ruſſia, in order to bring it into a flouriſhing 
3 ſituation, to protect innocence from all dangerand opjetſion, 
to give ſtability, and excite in every one the love of virtue 
3 and deteſtation of vice, and preſcribing to all:the juſt bounds 
of their ſeveral duties! Yqur wiſdom, which found out ſuitable 
means to attain this end, Your continual care and pains, which 
have ſo ſoon made a beginning in this great affair, bring with 
it to Ruſſia internal calmneſs and tranquillity. This is moſt 
illuſtrious; it animates and will ſtill excite our admiration, 
and eternize the glory of Your Name, and that of Ruſſia 
wer his is an Holy buſineſs; for it promotes the Glory of God, 
and accompliſhes His will, and becauſe it operates through 
il the participation of His Grace, bleſſed art Thou of God, 
who effects all.this by Thee! | 
Venerable ee who prepare yourſelves to execute 10 
deſign of Our Great and incomparable Sovereign, and con- 
4 f the importance of this buſineſs, prepare yourſelves to 
JW tollow Her wiſe ordinances, and to co-operate with Her for 
the proſperity of Ruſſia; do you not reſpect the Legiſlatrix ? 


and do you not n to yourſelves that delight, which 
GC the 
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munity, and points out, how it may attain to its perfection? 


near that proſperity, 


careful Sovereign; happy are ye, who are —_— the our 


we election to this 


| _ oelpes; and wi.h which God has endowed you : anſwer 
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ator ns in fuch a work 7 Governing this world: pol 
His maſt wile rides and pe to dhe e off A 1 


dion of which the Oise hid 4 in bund ave,” and by 1 x 
which He points out, how a man may arrive at perfection: 
but when you take into conſideration the community, can you 
view the laws of that community in any other light than that 


of a Rule, which has its foundation in the eſſence of the com- l f 


Each community is compoſed of thoſe people, in whom the 4 : 
law of God has its foundation, and for the perfection of whom 
He ordained it. Thus the Social Laws, though they-imme- | g 
diately relate to the ſociety in general; yet tend likewiſe to | 
the — of every individual, and therefore, by all the 

circumſtances of the community, are the explication of that 
law, which is infuſed in every one of us frem God. And ſo j 7 
the. Jaws of a community agreeing with the laws of God, they 1 1 
raiſe humanity, and bring it to its full perfection, and thus 
glorify the Great Legiſlator. N evertheleſs the foundation of 


2 


this law is love and veneration towards God, and this forms | | 


the true proſperity of a man in every oondlition. I 
It is this that moved the heart of Our moſt pious Sovereign 
to eſtabliſh the laws in the full meaſure of juſtice, and big 
which' before was far from us. 
The means to a this are-found-out by the 
of Our Sovereign. 
the Sacred laws. 


penetration 1 
We know that we ſhall receive from Her 
Happy is Ruſfia, which has a wiſe and 


to preſent Her with your opinions 

' Venerable gentlemen | the cauſe of your preſent hodber 
great buſineſs are thoſe excellent quali- 
ties, which Your Sovereign finds in you; which the commu- 


then 
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rid 5 Win Her wiſe and uſeful eich inances, and prese to He) your 
fes' of ubmiſſive fidelity. Nouriſh the hopes and expectation of 
bun- our beloved country, which honours you ſo highly. Culti- 
— by ate the talent which you have received from God, devote it 
: 4 to the Almighty by your exact obſervance and conformity to 
is law, and by that render the deſerved honour to the Le- 
iſlator. Looſen your love from narrow, ſelfiſh bounds, and 

1 extend it to every One. Sympathize and ſhare in the miſeries 
Mf others; reſpect the proſperity of every one in the Commu- 
ity, as much as if it was your own; and acknowledge, that 
whom * yen the misfortunes of the ent in the community muſt 
mme- be looked upon as a misfortune to the whole. Do your ut- 
> 8 Gl endeavours to humanize and reſtrain them from vice 
ll the and tranſgreſſion of the law: Thus virtue and faith will re- 
t main inviolable, and Ruſſia riſe to its full proſperity. 
nd ſo My joy is mixed with dread, when I conſider, that you, 
who are concerned in this momentous tranſaction, will appear 
before God, and by an oath will confirm—that” you are not 
* WW unduely biaſled'; in theſe your reſolutions. 

Lordi withdraw the veil, which ſeparates us R Thee. 
= that we may clearly ſee T by Majeſty, to animate ourſelves 
reign with proper ſentiments of Thy juſtice, and in the time of 
performing theſe our oaths, to enjoy Thy goodneſs l“ 

IF Venerable Auditors! you know that God by whom we 
live, we move, and have our being, 18 bmi You 
know how ready He is to hear every one that calls for His 
aſſiſtance. Herein conſiſts the proſperity of Ruſſia ; you, who 

ſtand here in this Sacred place; which the Supreme Being 
fills with His awful preſence, and who (you very well know) 
is the Guardian of Ruſſia, now paſs upon yourſelves both 
judgment and ſentence. The dread Solemnity! Be mindful 
| of thoſe words of God: Zachary, Chap. 5. Ver. 4. Swear- 


* ing will come into the houſe of him that ſhall > "5 by My 
« Name - 


„ Name alley ith Led Allies, and will Lakhs its dwell- Y 
ing in the A of his houſe, and will put an end to his 
ee Remember that truth and juſtice are the baſis of 
God 8 Tluvae ; ; you approach now to ſwear to God, who 8 
"Fees all things; 3 who not only ſhall hear your words, but i 
 *knows even the moſt ſecret ts of your heart, and how Wl 


far your thoughts agree with them. You are to ſwear tp 


the eternal God, in whoſe Exiſtence | you cannot find that 5 1 
moment, in which He is abſent or forgets theſe your oaths, 
or cannot ſee whether you perform them or not. You are 
to ſwear by your life to Him, in whoſe hands it is like duſt 
in the hands of a ſtrong man. 'You are to ſwear by your 3 
falvation to Him, who takes it away from the perfidious, and 


delivers them to eternal miſery. Verily it is à tremendous 
affair, but yet a moſt glorious one! What is more dear than 
life, what is more dear than eternal happineſs? A man who 
loſes them; loſes all for ever. But ye vigilant Patriots and 
true ſons of your country, finding your conſcience pure, lay 
it open before God, and before all the world. Your words 
will be a teſtimony to us that every « one of you will ſpeak 
thus before this God. God! if I, rejecting the fear of Thee, 
and forgetting my ſubmiſſive fidelity) to Our Sovereign, ſhall 
act contrary to this my Oath, and to the detriment of any 
member of the community, induced either by intereſt, or 
friendſhip, hatred, envy, or any other paſſion, then I deliver 


up for his Honour, my honour: for his ſubſtance, my ſubſtance; 


for his proſperity, my proſperity; for his life, my life, and 
even my falvation to Thee, O juſt Judge! And as I adore 
Thee, my God, and Thou art the witneſs and Judge of theſe 
my Oaths, if I 40 lot perform them I deliver myſelf wholly 
to Thy eternal judgment, and as this is dreadful to me, ſo 
3 85 OD of Ty 6 hy and 127 6 Laws 1s 8 7 as dear to 
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it muſt dilp oſa you to holineſs for tis not ſufficient merely to 


0 


me. \Godl: I canfort ae with, my: dae, all Thy 


ee 16 Jig 
Theſe Seen i n are the teſt als your impartiality 


your ſincerity and love to yvur country. 
It cannot be ſuppoſed, but that this Oath will "0 diſcharged | 


by you with due veneration and regard to your Creator. His 
Majeſty, and your own intereſt are ſtrong incitements, which 


(8 


promiſe. and confirm with an Oath by word of mouth only, 
which is to deceive God and the whole community. This 
lays a moſt dreadful load of guilt upon the conſcience! To 


ur 10 an Oath with ſuch dere, is to repreſent God as the 


IT Protector of a lie. This is a moſt unpardonable offence to 
IT His Divinity | To call God to puniſh for perfidy, i is to forget 
What we are about; and ſb to plubge ourſelves into all kinds 
of miſery. This is tlie dreadful condition of the petjured AW 
9 Will yout thoughts, whieh are filled with the moſt honou- 
rable conceptions 6f God; will-yout hearts, which burn for 
Him, and for your Coittitty ; : will yotit unfeigned veneration 
= toward your Sovadgh; and Your good inclinations ſuffer you 
to incur this? 

Surely your eoraſelonſibel of the dreadful ſlate into which 
FF this Oath may plunge a mortal, will roms: enable you to 
avoid this evil. 

BY Though you will Ache feels jull gments, add take fuch 


1 Oaths before God Almighty; before at God, from whoſe 


4 | juſtice no perfidious man can pofftbly eſcape, and whoſe pu- 


niſhments are eternal puniſhments; - yet the Purity of your 


WF thoughts repreſent Him to you bnedGlent; and the frier 
performance of your Oaths is the means, by which the wiſ- 
dom of God chooſes: to crown you eternally. T he. Societies, 
by whom you are choſen, will eſteem you honeſt and true 


Patriots, and after this life, yours will be thoſe. habitations,, 
D which: 
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which 
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deceive God. This is your Glory i 
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Draw near to the moſt wiſe God, to the moſt Powerful, 


eternal and juſt Judge. He is now ready to hear your Oaths 


8 


and obſerve your hearts. Dread his judgments, and comfort 


Fourſelves.by His goodneſs; which will be the conſequence 


1 bo. 5 1 
_ 
Ty 


of accompliſhing your. promiſes—of your Oath. AuEN. 


: After the concluſion of this diſcourſe, pronounced with the 3 
amiable ſweetneſs of piety, and received with Chriſtian re- 
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© and I promiſe and ſwear before Almighty. God, and His 


- 
1 . Lo” ® a 


„ g 


Holy Goſpel, that I will employ my ſincere endeavours in 


* this great affair, the eſtabliſhment of New. Laws, for which 


1 Oath, my ſubmiſſive fidelity to Her Imperial Majeſiy, 


Lam choſen a Deputy by my Fellow, Citizens. I anſwer Wl 
© lkewiſe to their truſt, which they put in me, that this affair 


* rancorous envy, whence might ariſe injuſtice: and ſeverity 
< in my counſels. , As for my own part I will act in this 
« great affair, as well as my knowledge will direct, with con- 
f Rant fidelity to Her Imperial Maje/ly, my moſt Gracious 
* Soverezen, with zeal to Her Service, and that of Her Heir 
+ to the Throne, with diligence for my beloved Country, with 

3 FT . +; c affection 


— * 
2 


1131 


© ſhould be regulated by thoſe principles that are agreeable to 
© God, tending to promote humanity and good manners, and 
* to the preſervation, welfare and tranquillity, of mankind ; 
* Almighty at the ſame time, that He will give me ſtrength Wi 
to keep my heart from every thought which proceeds from 
* Error, partiality, ſelf-intereſt, friendſhip, enmity, or from 


* 
8 


1 not * <-affeRior' to ai fellow O tesse Aud to Venclucde this my 
N Oath reſpecting my behaviour in eſtablifhing New Laws, I 
erful, „ kiſs the Croſs of my Saviour.” Amen. n in witneſs 
Yaths ll « * chan] 1 fabſſceibe w__ Nar ame. | 404 ' 
nfort| ty | bes 
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Alfter this the Deputies kiſſed the Croſs and the Goſpel, 
and ſubſcribed the Oath upon Deſks, which had been placed 
in different parts of the Church, by direction of Mr. Hoorieff, 
chief Secretary of the Senate. In the mean time Her Tmpe- 
my rial Majeſty came from the Cathedral into the room of | wh 
e/ty, dience. 
is When the Deputies had ſubſcribed the Oath, the Attorney 
© General conducted them to the Imperial Throne, and the 
Ernreſi being under a Canopy of State, the Attorney Ge- 
r neral, with ſubmiſſive reverence, approached, and ſignified, 
ir that he had the happineſs to preſent to Her Imperial Majelt 
the Deputies aſſembled by Her high Order from all parts of 
Her Majeſty's extenſive Domini”! On the left fide of the 
Throne His Imperial Highneſs the Grand Duke was preſent 
as a ſpectator of this auguſt ſolemnity, being ſurrounded by 
all a noble perſons of the Court, and the foreign Miniſters. 
on the right fide was the firſt Lady of Honour, with the 
IF Ladies 7 Maids of Honour, and others of the two firſt 
MY ranks of Noble Ladies. On the ſecond: ſtep of the Throne 
ſtoad His Excellency the Vice Chancellor Prince de Galitzin, 
and near the Throne itſelf, on the right hand of Her Majeſty, 
chere was a table covered with velvet, upon which lay the 
WT Inſtructions, and hy Form of "ON ie ee for enacting 
Wo New Laws. Hh, | 
; : When 
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| 7 out Imperial Majeſty has undertaken, the inſtitution of new 
Laws; and by them to repreſent! truth in its natural purity 
and ſtrength, is ſueh an action, as the ancients had in the 
higheſt eſteem. The preſent world looks upon it with admi- 
ration, and we, together with them, are aftoniſhed; giving 
thanks to God, who fules over all Kingdoms, that He has 
endowed Your-: Ma jeſty with fuch 3 wiſdom Greece 
and Rome were renowned fon their Legiſlators, but to com- 
pleat: their fame the enlightening Doctrines of the Goſpel 
were wanting; which are the ſureſt foundation of Morality. 
But Vou in the preſent age are led in the right path. From 
the ſource of Chriſtian Truth You draw Living water. There 


. 


were among the Chriſtian Greek Sovereigns ſome, who were 
honoured with the name of Legiſlators; but the courſe of ⁶ 


things, purſuant to the unknown ales of God: _— 
changed, the fiream ſtopped of itſelf; + 
But even in theſe moutnful decrees of Thy Provides; we 
behold: Thy goodneſs towards us: For after that, Religion 
was brought to us from the Eaſt, and the right of Legiſlation 
deſuended, as an inheritance, to Thee, Our auguſt Head! 
through the appointment of Him, who beneficently diſpoſes 
both of the preſent and the future. Seeing this Divine ap- 
pointment evidently diſplayed in-You Our auguſt Sovereign! 
ed in the way You have begun, and we. Thy ſubjects, 
i . 
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J Spiritual and Temporal, _—_ to 'the fame afliting God lf 1 
up our hands; that He may eſtabliſh Your lenk, enlighten 
W You with His eternal Wiſdom, and that He may infuſe into 
You that ſpirit, by which truth is em phatically declared. In 
the mean while we ſhall follow Yo our M ajeſty, by our readi- 
neſs, fidelity, obedience; | and all poſſible aſſiſtance. We 
ſhall follow, thinking ourſelves obliged by our conſcience, and 
the fear of God's judgments, to obſerve wha; is agreeable 

to eternal truth, and inſtrumental to the preſervation of the 
Church of God, and of our Country, and that may admi- 
niſter to the Glory of Vour Empire. And you who are called 
to this great affair, you to whoſe prudence and faithfulneſs 
the Community has entruſted its proſperity, you whom God 
has choſen and confirmed by His Anointed, do you co- 
operate together to the furtherance of Her Imperial Majeſty's 
W undertaking, - Repreſent to yourſelves the Lord ſitting upon 
cherubims, ' examining the Hearts and inward: affections; 
that God, who loves truth, and who hates thoſe that tranſ- 
greſs His Laws. Keeping this always in your memory, de- 
monſtrate by your prudence, that your Country might well 
depend upon you. Shew by your diligence, that you are 
zealous Patriots, and by your guiltleſs conſcience, that you 
are true Chriſtians: and do Thou, O God fully eſtabliſh 
this beneficial undertaking, which Thou haſt ks appear 
in our days, and cauſe, by Thy excellent Wiſdom, that from 
it may iſſue, together with Thy. Glory, the Glory of Our 
Sovereign, and the Glory of our beloved Country A the 
happy beginning of this Mes buſinels, the aſſembled Depu- 
ties from the whole body of the Community, with their 
hearts and mouths, preſent to Thee, our moſt careful Pro- 
tectreſs | their moſt ſubmiſſive gratitude for Thy attention 
to our proſperity, and Thy Motherly regard; and moſt ear- 


__ e that Thou wouldſt direct us by Thy Wisdom, 
E inſpect 


. . 
. r ²¹·¹ VN e 
— 


K ——— ———— - ——ĩů mac om 2 4 — e * : 
2) — — — 2 * * * 0 — 
— — mA — reren 2 * . 4 2 8 * 
8 4 2 2 * "2, EO — K * 
8 "=? 4 4A ang 
* : g 


„TCT 


wu: taking; the wot ws Gn "a preſenting ee zo r h I 


1 Serernmenté under Her Empire, and of all the people I 
| „ ſubjected to Her cep 
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— readineſs Hev order was received by all kinds of i 
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inſp eto our « Labours with a the ee ey 6 af F 


reign Protection: and moſt fuel afk fr FI Fa | 
ther high” orders. 5 


To this Speech, which Gelee the bennintls of 1 Ruſſia ; in 
en of Her repreſentatives, His Excelleney Prince de 
Galitzin the Vice-Chancellor anſwered by Her I. — Ma- 

2 . order in the following moſt eloquent and 
ch, with ſuitable: — to all, who were 


The 8 1 17 the 2 ices TERS to the Dedthet 12 eie 1 
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| FER legen Mi wo, . atbladion, beholds now q 


aſſembled before Her Throne, the Deputies of the : 


in conſequence of the Manifeſto 
«-publiſhed' ed w en 1 ne Lo which brou et yo ou 
«together 1 


A.. 1 


Le tends: to all Her iſabjeRs, was much pleaſed to find with ; ; 


6yery one united in whatever might pro- 
is grent affair, for which they were ordered to fend | 
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now if 
the 
ople 
pot : 


ex- 


In- 
erial 


with . 
s- of 
pro- 


ſend 
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d 6 * len i it tay « ee 4 ig Kt f en G. in the Nita 
e (ever memorable Manifeſto; that Her defire is to ſee Her 


« people enjoy as much happineſs as this world can give! 


3  « Sentirfients, which have been a Rule to Her I. mp Ari 


ce Majefty in all Her undertakings, from Her acceſſion to 
« this day; Sentiments, to which, under the bleſſing of 
God, all Her fucceſs ought to be attributed; and which, 


A . have excited that confidente of filial love to Her Perſon, 
W << which is not only eaſy to be perceived in eyery one here 


c preſent, but is po ſhewn from the many articles of | 
&« your” Inſtructions. Nothing is left, therefore, to Her In- 
« perial Majeſty to with for, — to commgnd you, but this 
* only—that, havin by. your Prayers invoked the aſſiſtance 
« of the Giver of all Goodneſs, and friend of Truth, the 
* Almighty God, and being conſcious of the obligations of 
« your Oaths, you " preſent. yourſelves here this day,. in 
8 _ to enter on this great affair. An affair to which 

ou are called, and the great purpoſe, for which you re- 
&« ceive faſtruGions from the hands of Her Imperial Majeſty, 
« ahd'a Commiſſion to enact New Laws, to be offered up to 
Her Imperial Majeſty for Her moſt high confirmation. 


Enter then on this important buſineſs, and remember at 


« every- line, that you have an opportunity of -proving to 
« yourſelves, your neighbours, and your poſterity, how ſtre- 
* nuous your endea vours were, for the Common Good and 


Welfare of Mankind, and for introducing 
60 "IE the people good manners and humani 


6 10 of your dear fellow Citizens. 


into the hearts 


ty, and for-the 
promotion of the tranquillity, univerſal lafoey' and og. 


% You have now an oppertunity of ie yourſelves, 


te and the age in which you live, famous, and of acquiring 


1 * the See and mn of all F ages. 


lt 
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© compleat it will depend on, your agreement in all things, 
«which are uſeful to your Country. 


Hier Imperial Majeſty, at length perfectly aſſured, that \ 
«« each of you will imprint all theſe motives, on his own il 


heart, and bring them into execution with ſuch. good 


| It is from yau - et alla Nations tit ws Sug —_ an , 
* example; their eyes are all fixed upon you. Your fame 
e ig in your own hands; and the way opened to you to 


« wiſhes, diligence, and love to His * as Her Tmpe- f : 


« gether the Inſtructions for this important C 


with which you are intruſted. 
N To this purpoſe depart ye in peace . 


Majeftywras moſt graciouſly pleaſed. to Jeliver to the Attorney 


ney General 
and the Grand Inſtructions in the Commiſſion for enacting 


the New Laws. And then was pleaſed to admit, in their 
order, all the Deputies, of whom there were more than four 


hundred, to kiſs Her hand, which they did kneeting, and 


with hearts big with the ſentiments of 4 5 gratitude. 


In this manner Her Imperial Majgſiy concluded the firſt 
ſep; which leads our bleſſed Country. to ſure proſperity, 
Glory, and Greatneſs, and was afterwards pleaſed to. return 


to Anninhop he in the ſtate and manner 1 deſcribed; 
and the Deputies had notice to aſſemble on the morrow fo 


the firſt ſitting, in order to chuſe & their Marſhall. 


<p 


4 rial Majefty has Herſelf ſet an example of, by putting to | 
Jou now. full power to enter on this folemn undertaking, q 


At the time of pronouneing hs. 7 -eoch, Her: 3 


General the order for regulating the Commiſſion for the Ne 1 
Code of Laws. The Inſtructions for the Atter ] 
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N ank d Ro 1 10 3f A Aug luft tlie Deputies had the 5 5 
Ont to. teſtify with' 7 reverence their ſubmiſſi ve TATE 
— to Her Imperial Mae 7y, for the Inſtructions, which Our 
humane Protectreſs, the moſt Illuſtrious Empreſs and Sovereign, 

CATHERINE ALLEXIEVNA, by Her own Labour had 
compoſed; and was pleaſed to give them for eſtabliſhing a 
New Code of Laws. We at the ſame time have ſeen on 
that Solemn day, when the Deputies | teſtified their gratitude, 
how far Our Mother and Patroneſs is from extending Her 
Glory by Name only, and riot by ations, and that Her ten- 
derneſs and piety exceed all the titles, which expreſs, how, 
ever truly, the Heroick Dignity of Her Soul. This will ap- 
pear from the following relation of this ever memorable tran- 
ſarlen:: g 
On the Zoth ef July lat Our moſt wiſe pes EM So- 
vereign admitted to Her Throne the ſeveral Deputies elected 
W throughout Her Empire, and was pleaſed to deliver to them 
che Inſtructions, which She had Herſelf compoſed for their 
guide inthe work of Legiffation; theſe being read to the 
full aſſembly of faithful Beputtes ren hearts, and the hearts 
of all preſent, were inflamed with love, and obedience to ſo 
ecellent a Sovereign; who in thoſe Her Inſtructions had laid 
W down the true Rule of piety, ſocial love, juſtice, civil freedom, 
and of whatever conduces to the preſervation of mankind, 
and leads it to its higheſt proſperity. They all admired the 
Wiſdom of thoſe Her Majeſty's pious Inſtructions, and at the 
lame time were affected with internal gratitude, contemp'at- 
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ing FER grandeur of an action, Which is as the Crown, and 
completion of the many others, which Her Majeſty has al- 
ready performed. The aſſembled Deputies at the ſame time, 


unanimouſly agreed to requeſt Her Imperial Majefty to ap- 


point a day, wherein they might enjoy the happineſs of ap- 
pearing again before the Throne of Her Majz/ly, to acknow- 
ledge, as from the united hearts of the whole Empire, their 
ſubmiſlire gratitude for the Rules contained in the Inſtruo- 
tions, which She. by Her Wiſdom, and tenderneſs, had plan- 


ned for the entire welfare of Her people. This the Deputies 


did on the 7th of Auguſt, and the ſame was accordingly de- 
clared by * Marſhal Bibikoff in the General Aſſembly of 


the Deputies. They then elected out of their body * 
perſons; namely, the moſt Reverend Demetrius Metropo- 


litan of Novogorod, Deputy from the Holy Sy nod; Prince 
Wolchonſky, Deputy from the Senate; Count Theodore Orloff, 
Deputy from the Diſtrict of Orloff; and Alexander Vilboa, 


Deputy from the Diſtrict of Derpt, to wait on their Moſt 


Gracious Sovereign ſor obtaining this requeſt. On the 8th 
of Auguſt, Demetrius Metropolitan of Novogorod declared 
to the Marſhal, and the Marſhal to the General Aſſembly, that 
the Perſons deputed had been. admitted to Her 2 and 
that Hen Majeſty was pleaſed to promiſe, that She would ap- 
point a particular day for the above-mentioned. Purpoſe. In 


the mean time they, who had remained till now only in ſilent 


veneration of the Divine endowments of T heir Sovereign, 
ſoon determined what was due from the gratitude of Subjects 
to their moſt wiſe and moſt humane Monarch. On the th 
of Auguſt with eagerneſs and unanimity they agreed to offer 


theſe deſerved Titles to Her Ma je/ty.—CATHERINE THE 
GREAT, MOST WISE, MOTHER OF HER COUNTRY. 


On the 1 5th ſitting it was declared to the whole Aſſembly by 


the Marſhal, that Her Imperial Mae vas pleaſed to appoint 
the 
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the following Sunday, Auguſt 12, for the admiſſion of the De- 
puties into Her preſence. On that day at 11 Oo Clock in the 
morning, the Deputies were aſſembled at Court, and waited for 
the arrival of Her Imperial Majeſty in the great Hall. Our 
moſt Gracious Sovereign in the mean time attended the Di- 
vine Service in the Imperial Chapel, wearing upon Her Head 
2 {mall Crown, and cleathed in Her Imperial Robes ; and 
when the Service was over, was pleaſed to go into the great 
Hall with the principal attendants of Her Court, preceded 
by the Marſhals with their wands in their hands, and followed 
by His Imperial Highneſs Her Heir, the Grand Duke Prince 
Paul Petrowitz. The numerous Deputies' were ranged ac- 
cording to their Governments, Provinces, Towns, and Diſ- 


tricts, and every one conſidering the arrival of His Gracious 


Monarch, as the ra of true happineſs, held himſelf in readineſs. 
to offer that grateful tribute, which proceded from hearts burn- 
ing with love towards the beneficent Legiſlatrix. Whilſt the 
Empreſs, ſeated on Her 'Throne, appeared to all as their tender 
Mother, and by Her magnanimity and majeſtick mien held 
all preſent in awe and admiration. There was a general filence 
among all that were aſſembled. Each with ſincere gratitudewas 
cager to have addreſſed his Sovereign with thoſe Titles, which 
were to be offered Her; but was held in ſuſpence, uncertain 
whether Her piety would permit Her to receive the Titles be- 
coming, and worthy of an Heroine; yet firmly hoping, that 
the Glorious Titles, which are given by ſubjects to their belov- 
ed and celebrated Sovereigns, would not be refuſed, when 
offered in the Name of the Deputies from the whole body of 
the People. The Marſhal at length ſpoke in the following 


manner. 


Moſe 
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8 ment * a New Code of Laws, is a pledge of, and true 


<< the Divine bleſſing and Thy O Gracious Sovereign's Great 


« Soul! 


My 970 Gracjo Sovereign, 


HE. Taftrudtions; which Ye our' Tepe Ma jeſty was 
n pleaſed to deliver from the Throne, for the Eſtabliſh- 


«© foundation for, our welfare, and will be en Fog of the 
«©, General good. 
We the ready and Choſen Gin of our "Country: through 


4 Wiſdom, and being inſpired by Thy great actions, and 
Thy daily attention to our welfare, came with great joy to 
ce the Metropolis, and firmly knew, when we ſhould receive 
ce the promiſed Netting. then we ſhould behold the eom- 
78 * of thy deſire to ſee the people intruſted to Thy Scep- 
et ter, arrive at the utmoſt boundary of humane happineſs. 

Truly moſt: Gracious Sovereign | Thy Inſtructions equal 
cc Thy deſires; but how far does Your Imperial Majeſty ex- 
& ceed our defies and even moſt flattering hopes! We ex- 

t pected proſperity according to the meaſure of our on 
« Imagination; Jour Imperial Majefty hath conducted the 
«© welfare of Ruſſia according to _ own 8 


Ao. Haring ſavourably conſidered the Intereſt of Thy o own 
cc Empirc, Thou haſt extended Thy views to every part of 
„e the Earth, gathering from .cach thoſe cuſtoms and regula- 
te tions which were moſt uſeful, as the Laborious Bee extracts 
« its honey from each flower, and bringing them to Thy in 
ce heritance, doſt eſtabliſh and make them flouriſh — 9 7 
« Ghduing even the rigour of the climate. Thou doſt not 
e only ſee our wants, but doſt penetrate into the hidden cauſes. i 
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« of them, which Thou doſt correct. Thou haſt not only. 


« furniſhed us with paſt happineſs, but doſt ſow the ſeeds of 
« future within our hearts. It is not with the ſevere fear 
e of juſtice, that Thou doſt reſtrain views: but Thou doſt root 
« it out by Education. 

ce By ſuch benefits, promiſed only i in Imagine in we might 


(c appear to flatter ourſelves; but here we find them realiend. | 


All is great, all aſtoniſhes, and every thing ' ſurpaſſes: the 
« underſtanding of meer mortals : But reflecting on what You 
« have already done for us, we clearly perceive that Your 
Imperial Majeſty is truely eſtabliſhing tor future ages, fixed 
rules for the promotion of our welfare. 

& Your Imperial Majeſty being by the wiſdom. of Vour 
« actions become the admiration of the World, Vou will by 
t Your Inſtructions be the guide to future Soren and the ; 
« Patroneſs of Mankind. FE 

It therefore ought to have been che general duty of Man- 
kind to be preſent here with us, and to have offered: to 
* Your Imperial Majeſty the Title of Mother of the people; 
gut as in this univerſal Good we are principally intereſted, 
« and therefore under the higheſt obligations, ſo Ruſſia firſt, ' 
« by the body of its elected Deputies, preſents before Thy 
8 I thoſe hearts, which ſwell with love and gratitude: 

<« Behold their earneſtneſs, as a Sacrifice only dueto Thee! 
« Great Empreſs | Permit us to adorn ourſelves in the ſ ght of 


* the World with this Glorious Title, that CATHERINE THE 
« GREAT, THE MOST WISE, THE MOTHER OF HER 


* COUNTRY rules over us| Condeſcend moſt Gracicus 8o- 
« vereign to receive this Title, an offering from all Thy true 
Subjects, and by receiving it add reſplendence to it, The 
ce world will follow our example and will call Thee, the 
Mother of Thy people! 

*© This is the N voice of FR Ruſſia! God grant, 


8 * that this voice may extend thei the Univerſe!” ! 
| When 
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ER Imperial, Nag with ſo much. the more Sti. 


the rules preſcribed in thoſe- Inſtructions into execution, and 


— #8: i wm 
ER Good, — _ 


whence the buſineſs, intruſted to you, will receive a ſtability 
not to be overthrqwn, and will, at the ſame time, prove to 
what height, gratitude and; a zeal for virtue will extend; when 
it has the glorious opportunity of ſecuring the welfare of Man- 


kind, It is by this, that you will facilitate the Labours, and 


daily. ene: of Her 1 here Maſeſey. 


Her moſt Gracious Majeſty from Her Noah defires ; that 


the King of Kings may ſtrengthen You in theſe | benevolent 
purpoſes: - It is He, who will aſſiſt and guide you in theſe 
arduous undertakings, 
{| In Concluſion of this I am ordered by Her Imperial 22 
to inform you, of Her conſtant Benevolence towards you.“ 
| Her Imperial Majeſty was then pleaſed in Perſon to ſpeak 
= to the Deputies in theſe words. In regard to the Titles 
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faction receives the warmth, of your expreſſions. on 
reading. Her princip pal Inſtructions, as 1 5 indicate that 
ardour, which you" intend to ſhew to the worldi in, carrying 


in, bringing each Statute in your Syſtem. of Laws, to an invio- 
lable agreement with good manners and, humanity, from 


e which you deſire I may accept from you, I anſwer—As to 


1 27 1 


« the Title of Great, I muſt refer it to the Tiny partial Tu bis b 


« ment of time and poſterity ; As to moſt Wit,” none can 
ce call himſelf by that Name, for, their is one God only who 
« is moſt Wiſe;— As to the Title of Mother of my Country, 


] eſteem it My duty to love thoſe my Subjects intruſted to 


Me by God, and to be beloved by them is My deſire.“ 

This was a Divine anſwer repreſenting in few words, Her 
gweetneſs, piety and Parental affection. All who were pre- 
ſent were aſtoniſned, and made an humble obeiſance; After 
this the Marſhal and each Deputy had the honour to approach 
the Throne, and kneeling kiſſed the Sacred Hand of His hu- 
mane Monarch, and beneficzent Legiſlatrix, after whom the 
Director of the daily Minutes, Count Chouvalove with the 
Keepers of them and the reſt of the Nobles, who were ap- 
pointed to this Commiſſion were admitted to the ſame honour. 

Thus was concluded this important tranſaction, which will 
remain a reſpectable Monument to all future ages. Her Im- 
perial Majefly accompanied by the ſame Court of State, was 
afterwards pleaſed to return into the Inner Chambers. 

It excited our admiration to ſee that many foreign Mini- 
ſters, preſent as Specctators, not only conſidered this tranſ—- 
action as a moſt extraordinary Event, but ſeemed even to wiſh, 
that Our Sublime Monarch of all Ruſſia N ſet an example 
to all Chriſtian Regencies in the World of loving towards 
their people, and of regard to their true Intereſt, 
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